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PILBARA CITIES — GAP RIDGE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

215. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Minister for Lands: 

I was in Karratha yesterday and noticed that civil works had commenced at the new Gap Ridge industrial estate, 
as part of the government’s Pilbara Cities initiative. Can the minister outline details of the new estate and the 
opportunities it will create for new and established businesses in the region? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

I thank the member for North West for the question. Some members may not have heard it because members of 
the opposition continue to try to crowd out the member for North West when he asks questions, because what he 
is asking about is so embarrassing to them. They are so embarrassed about all the gaps they left after being in 
government for eight years that the member for North West, after switching sides, is now able to deliver on.  

The SPEAKER: Minister for Lands, I did hear the question, but I accept that perhaps there were some people in 
this place who did not hear the question. I also accept that perhaps there are members in this place who cannot 
hear the answer. I suggest a bit of silence from some members at this point. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The member for North West’s question was about the new Gap Ridge industrial estate, which 
is a vital component of the Pilbara. 

Mr T.G. Stephens: There won’t be any power for it! There will be no electricity! What do you do about that? 

The SPEAKER: I formally call the member for Pilbara to order for the first time today. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I will not accept the member for Pilbara’s interjection, but if he interjects again, I will be 
forced to respond to his interjection. I will take the Speaker’s ruling, and I will not respond to the interjection 
unless the member for Pilbara tries again. 

The Gap Ridge industrial estate is 260 hectares of zoned industrial land. The development will yield 114 industrial 
lots. It is eight kilometres west of Karratha on the Dampier Highway. Those who have been there recently would 
have seen all of the activity on the right-hand side of the Dampier Highway on the drive into Karratha. It is a 
huge new industrial complex that is being undertaken. 

Mr T.G. Stephens interjected. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: There is the interjection. I absolutely assure the good people of the Pilbara and the people 
from right across Australia who are investing in the Liberal–National government’s Pilbara Cities initiative that 
there will be water, there will be power, there will be industrial land and there will be residential land. The 
reason for that is that this side is in power; the Liberal–National government is here to make sure we drive the 
Pilbara Cities investment. What we had for the eight years of the previous government was no power, no water, 
no development, no industrial land, no residential land, no service workers’ accommodation and no apartment 
building. That is at the first level now; it is possible to stand on the first level of the apartment building and see 
Nickol Bay in the background. It is an outstanding achievement as we build the amenity and the livability of the 
community. All those projects have power; future projects will have power.  

The opposition has put forward a $1.5 billion solution to power the Pilbara—the network grid it has talked about 
but never did anything about—using $1.5 billion of the available infrastructure spend in the Pilbara, which 
would mean there would be no other money for water, no other money for land, no other money for housing and 
no other money for service workers’ accommodation. I think opposition members might need to revisit their 
policy position, because if they are saying that is what they are going to spend, they will find that Pilbara Cities 
will stop. There will be an integrated power grid, and that is it. All they will have is an integrated power grid to 
nowhere, to supply nothing, because there will be no industrial land. There is industrial land now because the 
government is funding the Gap Ridge industrial estate. 

Stage 1 incorporates 60 hectares for general and light industrial use and will attract obviously new investment 
and jobs into the region. Stage 1 civil works include 90 hectares, of which 60 hectares will be for development. 
Stage 1 was released via expressions of interest in February, and more than half of the 41 lots are already under 
contract off the back of the Premier’s vision for Pilbara Cities, driving investment in the region. It is a wonderful 
change from where we were previously. 

Demand for industrial land has obviously been fuelled by Chevron’s Gorgon and Wheatstone projects, the Pluto 
expansion and obviously huge investment in the iron ore sector. Gap Ridge is suitable for transport, light and 
general businesses supporting oil and gas and mining sectors, as well as the major industries sited on the Burrup 
Peninsula and the Maitland heavy industrial estate, and offshore resource facilities. A major goal of our Pilbara 
Cities investment is to make sure that the investment the state government makes—there is billions of dollars of 
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it—happens at a level that ensures that there is water, power, industrial land, residential land and good social 
amenity. A new hospital is coming on stream and a new school is about to finish. This will make sure that the 
Pilbara, and Karratha in particular, becomes a destination for people right across Australia to go to and to take 
part in one of the most exciting developments in Western Australia’s history. 
 


